
Come to the Faire
Lords and ladies,
jousters and
jesters — even
food vendors —
get into the spirit
of the 16th
century at the
Pennsylvania
Renaissance
Faire.

BETO ALVAREZ / Inquirer Staff Artist

By Christine Ma
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

H
ear ye! Hear ye! Her royal
majesty Queen Elizabeth I
cordially invites her loyal sub-
jects to join in the revelry as
she celebrates the 25th anni-

versary of her first visit to the Shire of
Mount Holly.

Since 1980, the Pennsylvania Renais-
sance Faire, just outside Lancaster, has
taken visitors back to the 16th century,
when knights jousted and jesters enter-
tained the royal court. This weekend,
visitors will travel back to the year 1588
and join colorfully costumed merrymak-
ers at opening festivities.

What began as a small, one-day event
at the Mount Hope Estate & Winery,
formerly the summer residence of an
early-American ironmaster family, has
grown into an annual presentation held
over 12 weekends.

One of the unusual things about the
event is that the company that owns the
property also runs the fair. The winery
gave tours of the mansion on the estate,
ending with a formal wine-tasting to en-
courage those on tour to buy wine.
When it needed more reasons for peo-
ple to visit, the company began the festi-
vals.

In its first year, the fair included just
a sandwich booth and a juggler, along
with concerts held on a concrete struc-
ture that later became a gazebo. The
joust took place in a nearby field, which
later became a parking lot. About 50
workers put on the show for the 650
people in attendance.

As the years progressed, more enter-
tainment, period foods and acreage
were added, and the village was fenced
in.

Today, the fair takes up 40 of the es-
tate’s 87 acres. Each summer, the
grounds are converted to an Elizabe-
than village with joust areas; stages in-
cluding a replica of Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre; and hundreds of food
and craft vendors, most of whom are
housed in Elizabethan-style structures
they own. This year, about 800 people
will be working to ensure a good time
for the 200,000 visitors expected.

“It’s a magical place to be, to step
away from the 20th century,” said Patti
Amor of New Holland, Pa., who plays
Lady Margaret Clifford, Fourth Count-

ess of Derby (pronounced Darby), a
cousin to Her Majesty. Her husband,
Jim, a dentist during the week, is Dr.
John Dee, the queen’s astrologer.

Professional actors and a semiprofes-
sional cast of local actors like the
Amors portray the many characters in
this interactive theater. They undergo
five weeks of intensive training in dia-
lect, manners, customs and more,
which is better training than most ac-
tors get at similar events, said Barb
Lacek, vice president of marketing for
the Renaissance Faire.

But it isn’t just the actors who must
exude 16th-century charm; vendors also
are required to learn the dialect, dress
in costume, hide all signs of modern
life, and conduct business as if they
were of the times — though U.S. dollars
will suffice.

“There actually are ‘anachronarcs’
who go around during the day, and
notes are given to program hawkers,
food vendors, craftsmen, etc., when im-

provements are necessary to their pre-
sentation,” Lacek said.

Even some of the food sold is reminis-
cent of the times — giant turkey legs,
steak on a stake, dragon (chicken)
wings. But if that’s not appealing, there
are always the Nachos of Nottingham
and the Angus burgers.

For the Amors, portraying the 16th-
century characters is almost natural —
they’ve been working at the fair for
eight years. Fans of the period, the cou-
ple even had a Renaissance wedding in
1988.

“I do it as a therapy, a release, a
change in gears,” Jim Amor said. “I
have no problems other than problems
John Dee had in 1533.”

See FAIRE on W22

If You Go
What: The Pennsylvania
Renaissance Faire.

When: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturdays, Sundays, and
Labor Day, starting
Saturday and running until
Oct. 30.

Where: Mount Hope Estate
& Winery, Route 72,
Manheim, Pa. (about a
quarter-mile south of Exit
266 of the Pennsylvania
Turnpike).

Admission: Adults, $24.95;
children ages 5 to 11,
$9.95; children younger
than 5, free. Adults who
come in period costume
get a $2 discount. Tickets
available at the box office
or at lower prices at
www.parenfaire.com/Virtual
BoxOffice.htm.

Information: 717-665-7021
or www.parenfaire.com.

Sir Francis Drake and his privateers are involved in a dispute over treasure — or so
goes the scenario for this year’s fair, celebrating its 25th anniversary.
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