
Or pet them, admire them, adopt them
or buy gifts for your own critters

at the Greater Philadelphia Pet Expo.

Talk to the animals
By Christine Ma

INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

R
obin Gilmore is crazy about
his kids. Ask him about Santan-
na, and, like any proud parent,
he’ll gush on and on and share
lots of heart-warming stories

about him.
But the thing is, Santanna and the

others aren’t really kids. Not kids in the
diapers/allowance/college tuition sort of
way, at least.

They’re big, furry, colorful creatures
— alpacas.

At Illusion Ranch in Boyertown, Pa.,
Gilmore owns and breeds about 30 al-
pacas. But don’t get them confused with
their larger relatives.

“Alpacas aren’t llamas — they don’t
spit,” Gilmore said. “They’re not aggres-
sive.”

You can see for yourself today
through Sunday at the Greater Philadel-
phia Pet Expo at the Fort Washington
Expo Center. Dozens of animal experts,
vendors and exhibitors will show off
their furred and feathered friends and
provide information to pet owners. In
its 12th and last year at the recently sold
Fort Washington center, the expo aims
to educate the public on responsible pet
ownership, to provide entertainment,
and to offer shopping opportunities for
pet products and services, said event
promoter Karen Garetano.

But back to alpacas.
The mammals, from

the Andes in South
America, are a relative-
ly recent arrival to the
United States, where
only about 60,000 of
them live, Gilmore
said. There are about
120 breeders in Penn-
sylvania and 70 in New
Jersey, and just 18 to
20 in the Philadelphia
area, he said.

And visitors to the
expo will be able to see
and pet about a half-
dozen of Gilmore’s doc-
ile bunch.

“People really like
getting close to them,”
Gilmore said. “You’d
be surprised how
many people want to
give them a hug.”

For other animal lov-
ers, Garetano said, the
dog performances are
one of the show’s main
attractions.

“It is truly a delight
to see the smiles on
children’s faces when
the dogs do the Frisbee-
catching, flyball-racing
and agility-jumping,”
she said.

In addition, the Rari-
ties Dog Show on Satur-
day and Sunday will
showcase lesser-known
canines such as the

Dogue de Bordeaux, Cane Corso, and
Portuguese pointer, breeds not recog-
nized by the American Kennel Club.

After being absent last year, horses
return for this show, with 12 to 14 stalls
open to equine fans.

Horse World Arena coordinator Julie
Evans, of Browns Mills, said clinicians
from around the country will be holding
demonstrations. Topics include han-
dling and resistance-free training. Out-
door hayrides will be offered.

One exhibit not to be missed, Evans
said, is of Cupid and Arrow, from Hillside
Equestrian Meadows in Connecticut.

Named for the white, heart-shaped
mark on her forehead, Cupid, who had
been abused, was rescued from being
slaughtered. She then gave birth to Ar-
row, who has — yes — an arrow-shaped
mark on his behind.

Entering Parrotville, visitors will be
greeted by macaws of different kinds
and various tropical plants. Here, visi-
tors can get their pictures taken with a
parrot, create a bird toy, and attend dis-
cussions on bird care.

If you’re a fan of scaly beasts, the
Rainforest Reptiles Show will have
about 40 cold-blooded creatures, includ-
ing snakes, turtles, frogs and monitors.
Don’t miss the Nile crocodile, which was
rescued in a Massachusetts drug bust.

Visitors to T&D’s Cats of the World
area are in for a special treat. The Penns
Creek, Pa., animal refuge will show four
binturongs — commonly called bear
cubs, though they’re neither bears nor
cats. Of the mongoose family, they have
features that resemble both animals.

The siblings were born in October,
and “this is the first time they’ll be exhib-
ited,” said Terry Mattive, a cofounder of
T&D’s. And you can watch them play.
“It’ll be like four little kids in a play-
ground,” he said.

And what’s a pet expo without a pet-
ting zoo? Knott Farm of Perkiomenville
will supply about 30 animals, including
tortoises, lambs, rabbits, chicks and
goats.

Contact staff writer Christine Ma at
215-854-2553 or cma@phillynews.com.

If You Go
What: Greater Philadephia Pet
Expo
When: 4 to 9 p.m. today, 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday.
Where: Fort Washington Expo
Center, 1100 Virginia Dr., Fort
Washington.
Admission: $10; children 12 and
younger, $5; children younger
than 3, free.
Information: 1-800-677-4677 or
www.horseandpetexpo.com.
Expo officials ask that visitors
leave their pets at home, except
on Pet Nights. Leashed animals
are welcome from 5 to 8 p.m.
Saturday and 3 to 6 p.m. Sunday.
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“Alpacas aren’t llamas,” says Robin Gilmore, who raises them in Boyertown.
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Robin Gilmore will bring Santanna, one of his alpacas, to the expo for visitors to meet.
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Cockatiels from Pets Plus in Horsham
will be in the mix at the pet expo.
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You’ll have the chance to learn why
rabbits can make good pets for kids.

Greater Philadelphia Pet Expo
Animals of many kinds — including the barnyard type — will pack the house at the Fort Washington Expo Center. And after being absent last year, horses make their return.

Greater Philadelphia Pet Expo
Canine agility is one of the expo’s most popular events.
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